
 

Peoria Public Schools 

Board of Education 

Special Meeting 

Minutes 

July 14, 2015 

  

The Board of Education convened for a special meeting at 12:00 p.m. at the Administration Building in the 

DLC Board Room.  The following members answered the roll call:  Adler, Butler, Cloyd, Costic, Ross and 

Wolfmeyer.  President Martha Ross called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  

 

CLOSED SESSION:   Moved by Jackson, seconded by Costic that the Board move into closed session to 

discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 

employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a 

complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to 

determine its validity. [APPLICABLE STATUTORY SECTION: 2C—1 (Personnel)].  After opportunity for 

discussion, the motion passed.  The Board convened in closed session at 12:10 p.m. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION:  The board returned to open session at 12:45 p.m. 

 

PRESENTATIONS BY AUDIENCE: Sharon Crews congratulated Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat on her new 

position and wished her well.  She also promised not request as many FOIAs. 

 

Terry Knapp welcomed Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat as interim superintendent and thanked the Board for 

selecting her. 

 

Jeff Griffin stated he was here to support the ongoing partnership between the District and Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

Tom Fliege welcomed Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat and congratulated the Board on such an excellent move. 

 

James Corkery gave his best wishes for the upcoming school year.  He would like to see communicating 

more of the success stories that’s happening in the District. 

 

Savino Sierra happy to see Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat back.  He is confident that she can handle the task in 

front of her.   

 

Jan Deissler believes that bringing Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat back is the dawning of a new day and she is 

here to support her in any way that she can. 

 

Linda Millen congratulated Mrs. Ross.  She feels her leadership is showing already and believes that the 

students are blessed with the recent changes. 

 

Laurice Joseph prays success over Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat and excited to see her back with such a great 

opportunity. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

APPROVE EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT FOR ACTING/INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT DR. 

SHARON DESMOULIN-KHERAT:  
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Moved by Jackson, seconded by Costic to approve the employment agreement for Dr. Sharon Desmoulin-

Kherat as Acting Superintendent of District 150 until August 7, 2015 and thereafter as Interim 

Superintendent until June 30, 2016 at a salary of $185,000 plus benefits. 

 

    On roll call, 7 ayes. Motion carried 

 

Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat was present and was then introduced to the audience by President Ross.  Dr. 

Desmoulin-Kherat and President then signed the employment agreement. 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS BY BOARD MEMBERS:  

 

Mrs. Jackson believes that the community has solutions to the District problems.  Would like to regain 

relationships with stakeholders. 

 

Mrs. Ross stated that the Board is supporting Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat and would like to start the year with 

moving forward.   

 

Mr. Cloyd congratulated and welcomed Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat.  He expressed his willingness to work hard 

with her to help the District and the Board.   

 

Mrs. Costic stated that it is an honor and pleasure to work with and beside Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat. She 

believes that the Board and community should all be on the same page and thinks it is a critical time for 

the District. 

 

REMARKS BY ACTING/INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT SHARON DESMOULIN-KHERAT 

 

Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat thanked the Board and Staff, Students, Parents and Community for their confidence 

in giving her the opportunity to serve by identifying innovative ways to support growth in our system.  She 

stated that this is not just a job in a new city for her—she said that Peoria is home and there is no place 

like home.  Dr. Desmoulin-Kherat shared that she truly loves and cares about the City of Peoria and the 

Staff of District 150.  As Acting/Interim Superintendent, she stated she will focus on the tasks at hand: 

staffing and getting ready for the start of school.  Additional areas to address immediately for her will 

include: reducing the budget deficit; a secure, board-approved strategic plan; safety and security in our 

schools; and regaining meaningful relationships with the community and stakeholders.  She ended by 

stating that she is willing to accept the challenge to give everything she has, because she believes we are 

well on our way to growing a world class district. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Mrs. Costic moved to adjourn the meeting.  There was a second, the motion was 

approved, and the meeting adjourned at 1:12 p.m.  

  

 

Daphne Dixon 

         Board Secretary   

ATTEST:  

 

 

 

Martha Ross 

President  


